[Effectiveness of a training course in bioethics and of the introduction of a checklist to detect ethical problems in a home care support team].
To study the concordance in the number of ethical problems identified in the care of the terminally ill between the members of a home care support team (HCST) and a group of experts before and after a course in bioethics and the introduction of a checklist. Before-and-after intervention study. Area 7 of Primary Care, Madrid. Terminally ill patients attended by the HCST between November 2001 and June 2002. Bioethics course and introduction of a checklist. Age, sex, basic illness, number of ethical problems identified by the HCST and by the group of experts before and after the intervention. The intraclass correlation coefficient (ICC) for the number of problems identified was calculated in both groups before and after the intervention. 31 cases before and 29 after the intervention were studied. Before the intervention the HCST identified an average of 2.7 +/- 2.3 ethical problems per case; and the group of experts found 11.8 +/- 6.1. The ICC for the number of problems identified was 0.53 (moderate correlation). After the intervention, the HCST identified 5.9 +/- 6.5 ethical problems per case; and the group of experts, 10.7 +/- 7.9. The ICC for the number of problems identified was 0.87 (close correlation). The course and the introduction of a checklist helped professionals who were not experts in bioethics to detect ethical problems in treating terminally ill patients.